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EWEA is the voice of the wind industry, actively promoting 

wind power in Europe and worldwide. It has over 600 members 

from 60 countries, including wind turbine manufacturers with 

a leading share of the world wind power market, component 

suppliers, research institutes, national wind and renewables 

associations, developers, contractors, electricity providers, 

finance and insurance companies, and consultants. 

This combined strength makes EWEA the world's largest and 
most powerful wind energy network.

EWEA supports its members in the sustainable growth of 
their business. 

EWEA coordinates international policy, strategic communications, 

research and analysis and provides customised services to 

address its members' needs. EWEA organises numerous high 

level political, business and educational events, offering the best 

networking and learning opportunities in the sector.

The voice of the European wind industry
EWEA analyses, formulates and establishes policy positions for 

the wind industry on key strategic sectorial issues, cooperating 

with industry and research institutions on a number of market 

development and technology research projects.

In addition, the policy and industry advocacy activities 

undertaken by EWEA help create a suitable legal framework, 

within which members can successfully develop their 

businesses.

 

Awareness about the benefits of wind power
EWEA produces a large variety of informative tools and 

manages campaigns aimed at raising awareness about the 

benefits of wind energy and enhancing social acceptance, 

dispelling the myths about wind energy and providing easy 

access to credible information.

Events: by the industry, for the industry
Revenue from EWEA events and membership is reinvested 

in the industry and used to fund EWEA's policy and advocacy 

efforts, coordinating research and analysis and organising 

industry events to support businesses in the wind energy 

industry.

UPDATED 7 January 2014EWEA Leading Members benefit from a stronger and strategic involvement in EWEA activities, bespoke policy information services 

including priority access to EWEA policy advisors. 

Published in June 2014
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EWEA saw some significant developments in 
2013 with Thomas Becker becoming its new 
CEO, and Andrew Garrad the new President. 

EWEA developed a new strategy in order to 
reflect the changing nature and situation of the 
European wind industry (see page 6). 

Here, the two EWEA leaders give us their 
insights into the past, present and future for 
the association and European wind energy.

Thomas, you joined EWEA in April 2013, what challenges for the association did you see at 
the time?

The biggest challenge in 2013 was the political uncertainty facing the European wind energy 

industry. Unilateral measures were being taken by Member States, and they still are now even 

if the worst of the storm has passed. My priority was to try to stabilise the situation, not least in 

Spain, Poland, the UK, Romania, France, Hungary and Greece.

When we act as a single voice we are stronger and can more effectively promote wind energy 

across Europe. Members asked me to make EWEA a stronger industrial association. My objective 

is to turn EWEA into the most influential industry association in Brussels.

Andrew, you have been involved in the wind industry since the 1970s. How would you describe 
the achievements and pitfalls for wind energy in 2013, and how does this fit in the bigger 
picture?

I built my first wind mill when I was 18 in 1971. I entered the wind energy business proper in 1979 

when I went to work for the Wind Energy Group then one of the two UK manufacturers both now 

sadly gone. I have been actively engaged in the industry since that date so I have seen a lot of 

changes. The biggest machines in those days were, say, 10m in diameter and 50 kW power! 

2013 saw a respectable 11.2 GW installed in the EU - 8% less than the 2012 peak. 

However, renewable energy installations accounted for more than 70% of the total new 

capacity which is truly remarkable. 

Another startling fact is that 21.1% of Spain’s electricity was produced from the wind 

in 2013: more than from any other source. Although we have a very tough time at the 

moment with regulatory uncertainty sweeping across Europe, we should not lose sight of 

these remarkable achievements. 

Thomas, what do you see as the biggest challenge for the industry – and how can EWEA 
overcome this?

We still have a long way to go in the debate on EU targets for renewables for 2030. We have 

got to get a good result for the industry – a minimum of 30% by 2030. EWEA needs to con-

vince EU decision-makers on the benefits of a 30% or higher renewables target. An ambi-

tious target would create 568,000 more jobs and save €260 billion on fossil fuel imports 

compared to a 27% target – the level currently proposed by the European Commission. 

Andrew, what was the biggest challenge for you to step in as President of EWEA, and 
what would you like to achieve in your term?

The internal challenge was that Thomas Becker and I arrived almost simultaneously to fol-

low in the footsteps of our two predecessors who had been in post for 10 and 12 years 

respectively. We also arrived at a time of major external change - the end of a long period 

of growth in the industry. 

The biggest challenge has been to adapt the association to the new challenges. That 

process started with the new strategy which concentrated on the wind industry as an 

employer, a provider of cheap electricity and security of supply in addition to the previous 

major pillar of carbon reduction. We are now in the process of modifying the statutes to 

align them with the new industrial nature of the wind business.  

Things have changed radically in recent years and I have been very proud to observe that 

wind energy now has its place at the table with the energy sector’s old boys. In my term 

as President I would like to move our industry into a position that it has not only a place at 

the same table as the others but an equal voice at that table.
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"My objective 
for EWEA 

is to make 
it the most 
influential 

industry 
association in 

Brussels."

"I have been very proud to observe that wind energy now has 
its place at the table with the energy sector’s old boys."
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In June 2013, EWEA developed a new strategy in order to:

 • Be the voice and driver of the European wind industry 

 • Promote wind energy’s interests to decision-makers

 • Coordinate the industry and support national associations 

 • Keep EWEA’s profile world-class 

 • Be the go-to source and provide key services for members 

 • Provide must-attend events for industry

EWEA’s objectives:
CORE OBJECTIVES

 •  Maximise wind energy in Europe’s electricity mix

 Meet the 2020 targets, promote stable market and legal frameworks, promote offshore

 •  Bust the myth on fossil fuel and nuclear subsidies

 Expose hidden subsidies, show wind to be cost-competitive when external costs counted

 •  Stable market and legal framework to attract investors

 Promote 2030 renewables and GHG reduction targets, promote high carbon price

 •  Promote R&D

 Maintain Europe’s technology leadership, enhance wind’s affordability

 •  Improve power grids and markets

 Promote integrated grids and markets to integrate large amounts of wind power

 •  Access to financing that reflects real risk

 Ensure political risk is minimised

ADDITIONAL OBJECTIVES

 •  Health and safety best practice; streamlined permitting and environment legislation; 
increase social acceptance; standards and certification work; international trade policy

EWEA’s vision for Europe’s wind energy sector:
 • Drive green growth: provide jobs, economic growth, exports, competitiveness 

 • Fair competition: in an integrated European electricity market, providing affordable electricity 

 • 100% renewables: establish wind as the leading generation source in Europe’s power system in 
the long-term 

 • Export worldwide: protect Europe from energy imports at changing prices

 • Power without pollution: provide large-scale energy quickly

New strategic framework
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EWEA actions on strategic priorities in 2013

Maximise wind energy in Europe’s electricity mix

Meet the 2020 targets and promote stable market and legal frameworks

EWEA released a special statement on the ‘uncertainty crisis’, warning governments 
against retroactive changes.

The association worked closely on changes to national frameworks where regulatory 
changes threatened the sector, in close collaboration with the national wind energy 
associations.

EWEA’s Working Group on Stable Regulatory Frameworks worked with members on the 
EU’s 2020 targets, guidelines on support mechanisms, and the critically important state 
aid framework.

Promote offshore wind

EWEA and its offshore wind industry group worked to promote stable market and 
regulatory frameworks for offshore wind, the development of an offshore electricity 
network, foundations for deep offshore, financing offshore wind energy, cost reductions, 
technology development and supply chain development. 

Bust the myth on fossil fuel and nuclear subsidies

Expose hidden subsidies 

Show wind to be cost-competitive when external costs counted

EWEA called on the European Commission to not overly focus on subsidies to 
renewables while fossil fuels and nuclear get far more public money.

The association forged a closer working relationship with the OECD - the leading 
organisation in collecting data on energy subsidies in order to gain more in-depth 
expertise on macro economic data.

6
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New strategic framework

New strategic framework

Attract investors by ensuring a stable market and legal framework

Promote 2030 renewables and GHG reduction targets

EWEA’s Stable Frameworks Working Group worked on developing a post-2020 regulatory 
and market framework. 

EWEA launched a report on the ‘next steps’ for EU energy policy – highlighting the need 
for an ambitious 2030 target. 

The association developed an infographic highlighting the benefits of a strong 2030 
target, and created a dedicated web page for breaking down complex issues into clear 
messages.

 
Promote high and stable carbon price

EWEA helped inform EU institutions of the benefits of “backloading” surplus carbon 
permits in the EU’s Emissions Trading System (ETS). 

The association produced an infographic clearly explaining the ETS and the need for 
“backloading”. 

Backloading was approved by the European Council and European Parliament in 
December 2013.

Promote R&D

Maintain Europe’s technology leadership, enhance wind’s affordability

EWEA worked towards securing R&D finance for the wind energy sector via EU funds 
during discussions on the EU budget for 2014. 

This contributed to an 85% earmarking for renewables, energy efficiency, smart grids, 
storage in the Intelligent Energy Europe programme in the allocation of funds for Horizon 
2020.

Improve power grids and markets

Promote integrated grids and markets to integrate large amounts of wind power

EWEA called for greater recognition of the need for supergrid and meshed offshore grid 
projects to be eligible for EU funding.

EWEA published the TWENTIES report, the largest demonstration project looking at 
integrating large amounts of wind power into the grid ever funded by the EU.

Access to financing that reflects real risk

Ensure political risk is minimised

EWEA published its report ‘Where’s the money coming from?’ looking into financing of 
offshore wind farms.

EWEA engaged with leaders in the finance community, public and private, in order to 
promote the sector to improve access to properly priced capital.

In addition to the above main strategic objectives, EWEA also worked to:
 • Develop health and safety best practices

 • Streamline permitting and environment legislation

 • Increase social acceptance 

 • Develop standards and certification

 • Support the European wind industry in international trade policy

9



11Building a stable future Annual report 2013
Wind industry in 2013

22,959
ES

LU
58

8,254
FR CH

60
SL
2

PT
4,724

IT
8,551

IE
2,037

UK
10,531

NL
2,693

BE
1,651

AT
1,684

HR
302

HU
329

CZ
269

BG
681

UA
371

LT
279

EE
280

FI
448

NO
768

CY
147

PO
3,390

RO
2,599

TR
2,956GR

1,865

33,730
DE

DK
4,772

SE
4,470

SK
3

LV
62

RU
15*

FO
7

1,000 -
15,000

>
15,000 100 - 

1,000MW MW MW
0 - 100

MW

10

* Provisional data or estimate. 
** Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Note: due to previous year adjustments, 372 MW of project 
de-commissioning, re-powering and rounding of figures, the total 
2013 end-of-year cumulative capacity is not exactly equivalent to 
the sum of the 2012 end-of-year total plus the 2013 additions.

Candidate Countries (MW)
FYROM** 0 0 0 0
Serbia 0 0 0 0
Turkey 506 2,312 646 2,956
Total 506 2,312 646 2,956
EFTA (MW)
Iceland 0 0 1,8 1,8
Liechtenstein 0 0 0 0
Norway 166 703 110 768
Switzerland 4 50 13 60
Total 170 753 125 830
Other (MW)
Belarus 0 3 0 3
Faroe Islands 2 2 5 7
Ukraine 125 276 95 371
Russia* 0 15 0 15
Total 127 297 100 397
Total Europe 12,906 109,816 120,030 121,474

Installed 
2012 End 2012 Installed 

2013
End 

2013
EU Capacity (MW)
Austria 296 1,377 308 1,684
Belgium 297 1,375 276 1,651
Bulgaria 158 674 7.1 681
Croatia 48 180 122 302
Cyprus 13 147 0 147
Czech Republic 44 260 9 269
Denmark 220 4,162 657 4,772
Estonia 86 269 11 280
Finland 89 288 162 448
France 814 7,623 631 8,254
Germany 2,297 30,989 3,238 33,730
Greece 117 1,749 116 1,865
Hungary* 0 329 0 329
Ireland 121 1,749 288 2,037
Italy 1,239 8,118 444 8,551
Latvia 12 60 2 62
Lithuania 60 263 16 279
Luxembourg 14 58 0 58
Malta 0 0 0 0
Netherlands 119 2,391 303 2,693
Poland 880 2,496 894 3,390
Portugal 155 4,529 196 4,724
Romania 923 1,905 695 2,599
Slovakia 0 3 0 3
Slovenia 0 0 2 2
Spain 1,110 22,784 175 22,959
Sweden 846 3,582 724 4,470
United Kingdom 2,064 8,649 1,883 10,531
Total EU-28 12,102 106,454 11,159 117,289
Total EU-15 9,879 99,868 9,402 108,946
Total EU-13 2,224 6,586 1,757 8,343

European Union: 117,289 MW
Candidate Countries: 2,956 MW
EFTA: 830 MW
Total Europe: 121,474 MW

Every year EWEA produces in-house its much-antici-
pated, flag-ship publication - a state of play on wind 
energy in Europe. Here are 2013’s highlights (pub-

lished February 2014): 

 • At the end of 2013 there were 117.3 GW of 
installed wind energy capacity in the EU: 110.7 GW 
onshore and 6.6 GW offshore.

 • 11,159 MW of wind power capacity (worth between 
€13 bn and €18 bn) was installed in the EU-28 
during 2013, a decrease of 8% compared to 2012 
installations.

 • Wind power is the technology which installed 
the most capacity in 2013 out of all energy 

technologies: 32% of total power capacity.

 • The wind power capacity installed by the end of 
2013 would, in a normal wind year, produce 257 
TWh of electricity, enough to cover 8% of the EU's 

electricity consumption - up from 7% the year 
before.

See full report: www.ewea.org/statistics/

Wind industry in 2013
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EWEA 
conferences 
and 
exhibitions
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The EWEA Annual Event 2013 took place in February in Vienna (Austria). With over 400 
exhibitors and 8,500 participants from more than 70 countries, including delegations 
from emerging European markets such as Poland, Turkey, Kazakhstan and Ukraine. The 
EWEA annual event was the annual gathering of the wind industry in Europe. 

In November, EWEA OFFSHORE 2013 was held in Frankfurt (Germany). With over 400 
exhibitors the event attracted a wide audience of more than 6,600 participants from 
more than 50 countries. The bi-annual EWEA OFFSHORE is the global event of reference 
for the offshore industry in Europe attracting high-level, international players from across 
the sectors from installations and certification to O&M and shipyards. 

Lighting 
the way 

EWEA OFFSHORE 2013
19 - 21 November 2013 

Frankfurt, Germany

Lighting 
the way 

EWEA OFFSHORE 2013
19 - 21 November 2013 

Frankfurt, Germany

Make your vision reality
EWEA 2013 Annual Event
4 - 7 February 2013 - Vienna, Austria

Two major events for the industry

8,500 Participants 

                 400 Exhibitors

    70+ Countries

            40+ Conference sessions

6,600 Participants 

                 400 Exhibitors 

   50+ Countries 

           20+ Conference sessions 

Pat Rabbitte

Debate about 2030 targets 

Wind Power Monthly TV 

Fatih Birol

Building a stable future Annual report 2013
EWEA conferences and exhibitions

"It was a good show and helped 
us to raise our company's 
European profile in the offshore 
wind market"
Lorraine Innes, Sales and marketing, 
Briggs Marine & Environmental Services

"EWEA events are the perfect place 
for us to meet key stakeholders and 
find out more about new solutions 
and opportunities."
Alfredo Parres, 
Head of Wind Sector Initiative, ABB

EWEA organised 14 workshops in 2013 covering both policy and technology topics. 
EWEA held workshops with the Turkish Wind Energy Association in Turkey, technology 
workshops on resource assessment in Dublin, Ireland, and wind power forecasting in 
Rotterdam, The Netherlands. 

EWEA held policy workshops as part of its participation in European projects including 
TWENTIES, EERA–DTOC and REserviceS. EWEA workshops offer great networking and 
learning opportunities.
 
The Resource Assessment 2013 workshop held in Dublin was a particular success 
attracting 210 participants, up from 170 in 2012.

The Wind Power Forecasting 2013 workshop in Rotterdam was the first time EWEA cov-
ered the subject at stand alone events. 

These events are set to continue in 2014 with second editions of workshops on the 
Analysis of Operating Wind Farms, and Wind Turbine Sound. Both take place on 9-10 
December 2014 in Malmö, Sweden.

EWEA’s workshops

"An informative workshop with interesting talks and 
well thought out and organised social events."
Representative of the University of Leeds  
at EWEA's technology workshop Resource Assessment 2013

15
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EU-EWEA 
projects
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Twenties was a grids project that looked into how to operate grid 
systems with large amounts of wind and other renewables. TWENTIES 
discovered that Europe’s energy infrastructure can be used a lot more 
efficiently than it currently is. It was the largest renewable energy project 
ever funded by the EU. The project ran from April 2010 - September 2013 
and the full report is available on the EWEA website.
More information: www.twenties-project.eu

REserviceS will develop a reference basis and policy guidelines for future 
network codes and market design in the area of grid support services 
(also so-called ancillary services) from variable renewables. EWEA is the 
coordinator.
More information: www.reservices-project.eu

The "Technology platform Operational Programme Wind" (TOP Wind) 
is an EU funded project under FP7. It is the follow-up to the Windsec 
project and aims at ensuring the proper functioning of the European Wind 
Energy Technology Platform (TPWind). TOP Wind will play an essential 
role for the achievement of TPWind goals. The TOP Wind project finished 
in April 2014 and EWEA has already applied for new funding schemes to 
continue TPWind activities. EWEA coordinates the platform.
More information: www.windplatform.eu

LEANWIND ambitiously aims at improving the effectiveness and efficiency 
of the offshore wind farm lifecycle and supply chain. In particular, it wants 
to develop new technical solutions to reduce the costs of offshore wind 
farm installation, O&M and decommissioning by applying the so-called 
LEAN principles of efficiency to the wind energy lifecycle and supply chain. 
EWEA leads on communication and contributes to research into logistics, 
health & safety and environmental impacts.  
More information: www.leanwind.eu

EERA-DTOC stands for the European Energy Research Alliance - Design 
Tool for Offshore Wind Farm Cluster. The project is coordinated by 
the Technical University of Denmark - DTU Wind Energy. EERA-DTOC 
combines gained expertise in a common integrated software tool for the 
optimised design of offshore wind farms and wind farm clusters acting 
as wind power plants. EWEA leads on communication.
More information: www.eera-dtoc.eu

e-Highway2050 aims at developing a methodology to support the 
planning of the Pan-European Transmission Network, focusing on 2020 
to 2050, to ensure the reliable delivery of renewable electricity and pan-
European market integration. EWEA contributes to communication and 
building different scenarios in line with the project.
More information: www.e-highway2050.eu

INNWIND.EU focuses on innovative wind conversion systems (10-20MW) 
for offshore applications. The overall objectives are the high performance 
innovative design of a beyond-state-of-the-art 10-20MW offshore wind 
turbine and hardware demonstrators of some of the critical components. 
EWEA contributes to communication activities.
More information: www.innwind.eu  

EWEA coordinates and participates in long-term projects, funded by the EU, that examine 
technical areas relevant to the wind industry. Partners in these projects include universi-
ties, European associations, wind energy companies - from manufacturers to consultan-
cies - and utilities. In 2013, EWEA was involved in the following EU-funded projects:

Building a stable future Annual report 2013
EU-EWEA projects 

EU-EWEA projects

Projects finished in 2013

Projects running in 2013:

Dec 2013 -
Nov 2017

April 2012 -
Sep 2014

Feb 2011 -
April 2014

Jan 2012 -
June 2015

Sep 2012 -
Dec 2015

Nov 2012 - 
Oct 2017
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Through its media work and high quality publications EWEA's communication work tar-
gets political decision-makers, opinion-formers, journalists, industry players and also 
aims at increasing awareness and social acceptance of wind energy. 

Media work: reaching the decision-makers

In 2013, EWEA was quoted by a wide range of leading national and international news-
papers and online news agencies, including Reuters (UK), ANSA and Corriere della 
Sera (Italy), AFP (France), Bloomberg (US), El Païs, Cinco Dias and ABC (Spain), Spiegel, 
FAZ and Die Welt (Germany), Gazeta Wyborcza (Poland), De Morgen (Belgium), Borsen 
(Denmark) and Kaupaletti (Finland).

Hundreds of journalists attended both the EWEA 2013 Annual Event in Vienna and 
EWEA OFFSHORE 2013 in Frankfurt enabling EWEA to spread its political messages to a 
wide audience and creating opportunities for journalists to meet key players in the wind 
industry.

Publications: driving the industry forward

In 2013, EWEA published eight in-depth market and industry reports providing readers 
with the information tools they need to drive their business forward.

 • Wind Energy Factsheet: a practical, pocket-sized format, the Factsheet contained a 
variety of interesting wind energy facts. A booklet of facts was also produced for EU 
decision-makers.

 • The Emissions Trading System infographic helped to breakdown the thorny issue of 
the failure of the carbon market into an easy-to-grasp visual outlining the need for 
withdrawing carbon permits.

 • The 2030 infographic highlighted the need for a 2030 climate and energy framework 
based on a renewable energy target, a greenhouse gas reduction target and an 
efficiency target. 

 • Wind energy basics: EWEA developed its wind energy basics pages online which 
include information on how a wind turbine works, basic facts about wind and an FAQ 
section as well as dispelling some of the myths surrounding wind energy.

 
Discovering wind power: Global Wind Day 2013

Global Wind Day is an annual date for discovering wind power held on 15 June across 
the world. EWEA and the Global Wind Energy Council help coordinate the international 
and European effort, while national associations and companies across the globe hold 
events such as wind farm open days, wind energy-related exhibitions and wind-propelled 
sporting events like kite surfing competition. 200 events were organised worldwide, 
from Ireland to India.

23

The voice of the industry

Building a stable future Annual report 2013
The voice of the i  ndustry

Emissions from fossil fuel power plants and heavy industry cause 
climate change. The Emissions Trading System (ETS) puts a price on 
carbon emissions and prices fossil fuel electricity at its real cost. 

A short-term lowering of the supply of permits is 
needed to save the carbon market.

Backloading
 

Structural 
changes

Climate change
 (fl oods, droughts, 

health risk)

Cost paid by 
consumers

and taxpayers 

ETS puts 
a price on carbon emissions. 
Fossil fuel electricity is priced 

at its real cost.

Delay the sale 
of part of the 
permits.

Remove all surplus 
emissions permits.

Adopt ambitious 2030 
emissions reduction and 
renewables targets to 
create a stable investment 
framework and a structurally 
sound Emissions Trading 
System.

FIX
THE EMISSIONS 
TRADING SYSTEM

The patient - the ETS

The treatment - backloadingThe illness - surplus permits

Emissions 
from fossil 

fuels

How does 
the ETS 
work?

Why 
backloading?

The economic crisis has undermined the ETS by 
bringing about a surplus of emissions permits.
How?

Less 
economic 
activity

The price 
of C0

2
goes down

More 
fossil 
fuels

Fewer
CO

2
 

emissions

The cap sets a limit on the total amount of carbon that can be emitted 
by the power and industrial plants in the system; the cap goes down over 
time. Permits are received for free or auctioned.

Companies can trade permits to emit carbon with one another. If a com-
pany reduces its emissions, it can keep the spare permits to cover its 
future needs or sell them to another company.

Backloading means postponing the auctioning of 900 million permits out of the 
2,000 million surplus. Fewer permits being available should push the carbon price 
back up. Alongside a binding renewables targets, a higher carbon price can help 
push investments in renewable sectors like wind energy that are creating jobs 
(248,000 EU jobs in 2011).

Backloading is a push for both climate action and economic growth.

Surplus
of permits

Only a long-term reduction of the supply of 
permits will cure the fl ooded ETS market.

Now

Later

The cure - structural measures

www.ewea.org

Emissions Trading System infographic

extracted
transported
burned

Wind energy contributed €32 
billion to the EU economy in 
2010. Between 2007 and 
2010 the wind energy sector 
increased its contribution to 
GDP by 33%.

The EU wind energy sector was 
a net exporter of €5.7 billion 
worth of products and services 
in 2010.

The EU accounted for 37.5% of 
the global wind energy market 
in 2012.

Investors include power 
producers, international 
finance institutions, private 
equity and pension funds.

The lack of EU renewable 
energy targets after 
2020 and the instability 
of national support 
mechanisms for 
renewables increase the 
perception of risk and 
make financing more 
expensive.

Offshore wind is a 
developing sector: relatively 
new with new entrants, and 
cost reductions expected 
through technology 
innovation.    

WInd EnErgy statIstIcs and targEts

of the EU’s 
electricity 
demand

of the EU’s 
electricity 
demand

JObs and grEEn grOWth people employed in EU wind energy

FInancE cOsts, EnErgy 
sUbsIdIEs and 
ElEctrIcIty prIcEs 

Onshore Wind energy is becoming 
competitive with fossil fuels. 
Taking into account the fuel and 
CO2 costs, wind energy costs less 
than the energy generated by 
coal and gas and is considerably 
cheaper than nuclear. 

With a higher carbon price  
and the right market design, 
onshore wind could  
compete with those  
technologies.

Wind turbine 
manufacturers are 
also developing longer 
blades and lighter rotors 
in order to optimise 
and increase energy 
production. 

tEchnOlOgy

"Strong renewables 
growth to 2030 could 
generate over 3 million 
jobs, including in small 
and medium sized 
enterprises."

European Commission,  
Communication – Renewable 
energy: a major player in the 
European energy market, 
June 2012

today
planned: 15 MW
possible: 20 MW

15 m Ø

100 m Ø

1985
future

< 1 MW
2.5 MWaverage:

largest: 
(120 m Ø)

7.5 MW

cOal gas
103.8 Mt 

cO
2

powering 60.8 million 
households per year

Sweden, 
Ireland, 
Slovenia 
and Slovakia

total electricity 
consumption

45 mn m3

15-17%
7%

50% 32-49% of the EU’s 
electricity 
demand

Denmark

Spain
Portugal

Ireland

Germany

26%

16% 12%

11%

+30% +9.6%

jobs in wind

EU
unemployment

2012 2020

249,000
people

520,000
people

"Every time we spend $1 
subsidising renewable 
(energy sources), we spend 
$6 on subsidising fossil 
fuels."

Connie Hedegaard, 
Commissioner for Climate Action, 
December 2012

2011 in Europe

taking offshore wind energy to deeper waters
which could include Atlantic and Mediterranean sea basins

experimental 
floating turbines3 capital 

intensive

low operation 
& maintenance
costs

no fuel costs

Wind energy:

2007- 2010

OF WInd 
EnErgy

106 GW

= =

=

€5,290 mn €8,001 mn

2012
106 GW

230 GW
2020

2050

up to €17.2bn
worth of investments 
in EU wind farms

2012

233.1 Mt 
cO

2

76 Mt

            this growth has been driven by the EU’s binding target of 20% renewable energy by 2020.

fOr WInD EnErGY

fOr nUClEAr

€353 mn

€12 bn

1983 2011

EU r&D money

In 2012, wind energy avoided 
€9.6 bn of fossil fuel costs. 
Wind energy will avoid €22-27 
bn of fuel costs a year by 2020, 
increasing to €47-51 bn by 
2030.

Wind power can drive down 
wholesale electricity prices. This 
is already happening, according 
to credit agency Moody’s and 
financial analysts UBS. 

The EU’s oil and gas import bill 
in 2012 is estimated at €470 
billion – 3.4% of the EU’s GDP. 
This bill has increased by €200 
billion over the past three years. 

mined
transported
burned

emitting

costing costing

emitting

for fuel for fuel

€

€

€

(including 40 
gW of offshore 
wind power)

EWEA
estimate

EC
estimateEWEA

estimate

EWEA estimate

2012

% 
of electricity 
generated
by wind
power
2011

of wind power 
installed

DOnE

DOnE 735 GW
EWEA estimate

EC = European Commission
gas

wind

coal

nuclear

DOnE

EWEA estimate

16%

In spaIn

electricity demand 
met by wind power

2011 

at times

it reaches
50%50%

by 2025
the government 
aims for

26%

In dEnMark

electricity demand 
met by wind power

EUrOpE’s ElEctrIcIty sUpply

2011

Grid operators can integrate large 
amounts of wind power: 

The power grid needs to 
be reinforced and better 
interconnected to improve 
security of supply– regardless 
of the source of energy – and 
in order to improve competition 
in the electricity market, which 
would bring down prices. 

for an efficient integration of 
wind and other renewables, 
intraday and balancing power 
markets are needed, with 
demand-side management.

reinforcing key parts of the grid 
will provide massive savings of 
€1-2 billion per year.

"Variability and uncertainty are familiar aspects of all 
power systems."

International Energy Agency, 2011

EWEA is the voice of the wind 
industry, actively promoting 
wind power in Europe and 
worldwide. It has over 700 
members from almost 60 

countries making EWEA the 
world’s largest and most 

powerful wind energy network.

www.ewea.org

Wind Energy Factsheet
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DONE
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Where are 
we today?

After 2020:

2030: the next steps for EU climate and energy policy

...an ambitious and binding
renewable energy target

20
20

To put the EU on the path to the 80-95% greenhouse gas 
reduction by 2050 

To help ensure a sound Emissions Trading System (ETS)

To put a price on carbon and price emitting technologies 

greenhouse gas target
...an ambitious and binding

...an energy effi ciency target

Why is an ETS 
target only not 
enough?

20% ENERGY FROM 
RENEWABLES -20% 

CARBON 
EMISSIONS +20% 

ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY

The EU must decide 
as soon as possible on an energy and climate 
policy framework for 2030. 

By 2020: 

To lower the 
long-term costs 
of decarbonisation 

To drive down 
costs and ultimately 
remove the need 
for support for wind 
energy 

To promote energy 
security, green 
growth, jobs and 
leadership

To facilitate the 
achievement of 
the 2020 targets

To avoid a 
fossil fuel 
lock-in

To promote 
environmental 
protection To unlock the cost-effective energy effi ciency potential

Supporting 
renewable 
energy only 
through R&D 
is not suffi cient

Investors 
need 
stability 

ETS is not 
‘technology 
neutral’ in 
a distorted 
market

ETS

Binding renewable energy, greenhouse gas reduction and energy effi ciency targets for 2030 are urgently needed in the EU to ensure 
the renewable energy sector continues to grow and provide clean electricity, energy security, green jobs and export opportunities. 

For 2030, 
Europe 
needs...

Wind energy is already delivering
- and can do much more with ambitious 2030 targets

Electrifi cation Innovation and R&D2020 implementation Infrastructure Electricity markets

What else 
is needed

www.ewea.org/publications/reports/2030
Read more:

€

The 2030 Infographic

1The European offshore wind industry - key trends and statistics 1st half 2013

The European offshore wind industry -  
key trends and statistics 1st half 2013

 • The ‘Eastern Winds’ 
report on markets in 
central and eastern 
Europe to promote new 
markets  
(Feb 2013)

 • The ‘Deep Water’ report 
looked at how to take 
offshore further out to 
sea (July 2013)

 • The European offshore 

wind industry - key 

trends and statistics 1st 

half 2013 (July 2013)

 • The ‘Where’s the money 

coming from?’ report 
examined how to secure 
investment in offshore wind 
(Nov 2013)

The European offshore wind industry -  
key trends and statistics 2012

January 2013

A report by the European Wind Energy Association

 • The European 

offshore wind 

industry - key 

trends and 

statistics 2012  
(Jan 2013)

Infographics: breaking down complex issues into clear messages

1The european Wind energy associaTion

Wind in power
2012 European statistics

February 2013

 • Wind in Power: 

2012 European 

statistics  
(Feb 2013)
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As an EWEA member you are entitled to a whole host of benefits and membership ser-
vices. Here, Christelle Roche, Head of Membership and Business Development at 
EWEA, outlines what EWEA brings to you:

The political agenda at EU level is key to the wind business, but Brussels can seem far 
away and difficult to decipher for many. How does EWEA help bridge this gap?

As an EWEA member, you stay up-to-date on the latest EU policy developments by con-

sulting our latest reports, visiting the online EWEA Members’ Area, and by receiving our 

monthly newsletter. You get market intelligence from the EWEA political and analysis teams 

on issues including the stability of the regulatory framework and the different national 

support schemes, electricity grids and the integration of the electricity market, R&D pro-

grammes, financial issues and international trade policy. 

EU level policies can be a minefield, but they strongly impact our industry – we help to 

break down complicated policies into clear and already analysed information on the issues 

that affect our members. The EWEA team of policy experts should be considered an exten-

sion of our members’ companies! 

How does EWEA help to promote your business?

EWEA knows each of its member companies are different and has different require-

ments. We listen to our members and work with them to develop services tailored to their 

needs. Contact us and we can start a conversation about the benefits we can provide you, 

matched to meet your requirements.

Making your voice heard at EU level can help policy-makers take the right decisions for 
the wind industry. How can EWEA members get involved?

EWEA members are invited to participate in EWEA working groups, networks and task 

forces to make their voices heard, share knowledge and best practices to  network. 

According to the priorities and the membership categories of our members, different work-

ing groups are available to attend. The EWEA membership team is here to help members 

make the most of their EWEA membership through individually tailored guidance.

Networking is crucial to business. Does EWEA membership boost networking 
opportunities?

EWEA is the voice of the European wind energy industry and the largest network in the 

wind industry sector. This platform offers unique opportunities to network with more than 

600 organisations from across the industry. For instance, members of EWEA get access to 

the EWEA members’ directory which contains information and contact details of up to six 

key executives for each EWEA member company; the opportunity to connect with mem-

bers in different areas of expertise; exclusive invitations to the ‘members only’ VIP recep-

tion at the EWEA annual event and other EWEA member gatherings in Brussels.

Feel the benefits

Your EWEA membership

"The EWEA 
team of 

policy experts 
should be 

considered as 
an extension of 

our members’ 
companies!"

"The EWEA membership team is available to help 
members make the most of their EWEA membership 
through individually tailored guidance."

Christelle Roche, Head of Membership and Business Development
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EWEA Board Meeting 20 June 2013, with Mechthild Wörsdörfer of DG Energy, European Commission.
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As a non-profit association, EWEA is governed by a Board of Directors elected by the membership at the AGM. Each Board 
position has a three-year term. As of 20 June 2012 there are 53 Board members. The Board elects and appoints seven 
members who, together with the Chief Executive Officer, make up the EWEA Supervisory Board. The Board of Directors 
appoints a President, two Vice Presidents, a Treasurer, a Secretary and two members.

Supervisory Board 

• PRESIDENT, Dr Andrew Garrad, GL Garrad Hassan
• VICE PRESIDENT, Mr Adam Bruce, Mainstream Renewable Power
• VICE PRESIDENT, Mr Iñigo Sabater Eizaguirre, Vestas
• TREASURER, Mr Heiki Willstedt, AEE
• SECRETARY, Dr Klaus Rave, FGW
• MEMBER, Dr Keith MacLean, SSE Renewables
• MEMBER, Mr Thorsten Herdan, VDMA
• CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, Thomas Becker, EWEA 

Board of Directors

The Board meets at least two times a year and is made up of representatives of each membership category. 

The EWEA Board of Directors

Building a stable future Annual report 2013
Board of Directors and EWEA team

• ACCIONA ENERGIA (SPAIN), Mr Jose Lopez-Tafall Bascunana

• ALSTOM (SPAIN), Mr Thibault Desclée de Maredsous

• DONG ENERGY WIND POWER (DENMARK), Mr Ulrik Stridbaek

• E.ON CLIMATE & RENEWABLES (GERMANY), Ms Sandra Gommel

• EDP RENOVABLES (SPAIN), Mr Jorge Casillas

• ENBW ERNEUBARE ENERGIEN GMBH (GERMANY), Mr Andreas Renner

• ENEL GREEN POWER (ITALY), Mr Felice Egidi

• ENERCON GMBH (GERMANY), Ms Ruth Brand-Schock

• ERG SPA (ITALY), Mr Francesco Gazzoletti

• GAMESA CORPORACION TECHNOLOGICA (SPAIN), Mr Juan Diego Diaz

• GE RENEWABLES EUROPE (GERMANY), Mr Martin Berkenkamp

• IBERDROLA RENOVABLES ENERGIA (SPAIN), Ms Angeles Santamaria

• MAINSTREAM RENEWABLE POWER (IRELAND), Mr Adam Bruce

• NORDEX AG (GERMANY), Mr Felix Losada

• PPC RENEWABLES (GREECE), Mr Ioannis Tsipouridis 

• RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS (UK), Mr Stephen Balint

• SIEMENS WIND POWER (DENMARK), Mr Henning Kruse

• SSE RENEWABLES (IRELAND), Mr Keith MacLean

• THE SWITCH (FINLAND), Mr Jukka-Pekka Makinen

• VATTENFALL VINDKRAFT (SWEDEN), Mr Tomas Björnsson

• VESTAS WIND A/S (DENMARK), Mr Iñigo Sabater Eizaguirre

Leading Members

• Asociacion Empresarial Eolica (AEE) (Spain), Mr Heiki Willstedt
• Agoria (Belgium), Mr Jan Declercq
• ANEV - Italian Wind Energy Association (Italy), Mr Simone Togni
• AssoRinnovabili (Italy), Mr Agostino Re Rebaudengo
• APPA - Spanish Renewable Energy Producers (Spain),  
   Mr Jaume Margarit
• BWE - German Wind Energy Association (Germany),  
   Mr Jan Hinrich Glahr
• Danish Wind Turbine Owners Association (Denmark),  
   Mr Asbjorn Bjerre
• DWIA - Danish Wind Industry Association (Denmark),  
   Mr Jan Hylleberg
• FEE - France Energie Eolienne (France), Mr Nicolas Wolf

• IG Windkraft - Austrian Wind Energy Association (Austria),  
   Mr Martin Fliegenschnee-Jaksch
• IWEA - Irish Wind Energy Association (Ireland),  
   Mr Kenneth Matthews
• NWEA - Netherlands Wind Energy Association (The Netherlands),  
   Mr Jaap Warners
• Renewable UK (United Kingdom), Ms Maria McCaffery
• SER (France), Mr Andre Antolini
• Svensk Vindenergi-Swedish Wind Energy Association (Sweden),  
   Ms Annika Helker Lundstrom
• VDMA – German Engineering Federation (Germany),  
   Mr Thorsten Herdan

 
• 3E (Belgium), Mr Bruce Douglas
• ABB (Finland), Mr Hannu Väänänen
• Ballast Nedam Offshore Energy (Netherlands),  
   Mr Dolf Elsevier van Griethuysen
• CG Power Systems Belgium NV (Belgium), Mr Yves Vanlinthout
• EDF Energies Nouvelles (France), Mr Bruno Kold-Larsen
• FGW (Germany), Mr Klaus Rave
• ForWind - University of Oldenburg (Germany), Mr Stephan Barth
• GL Garrad Hassan & Partners Ltd (United Kingdom),  
   Dr Andrew Garrad

• Mott MacDonald (United Kingdom), Mr Christos Kolliatsas
• National Technical University Athens (Greece),  
   Mr Arthuros Zervos
• NRG Systems, Inc. (United States), Mr John H. Norton
• Risø DTU (Denmark), Mr Peter Hjuler Jensen
• RWE Innogy (Germany), Mr Holger Gassner
• Senvion (Germany), Mr Norbert Giese 
• Vergnet (France), Mr Marc Vergnet
• Visser & Smit Marine Contracting (The Netherlands),  
   Mr Ton Geul

Associations

Other Board members



About EWEA
EWEA is the voice of the wind industry, actively promoting wind power in Europe and worldwide. 
It has over 600 members from 60 countries, including wind turbine manufacturers with a leading 
share of the world wind power market, component suppliers, research institutes, national wind 
and renewables associations, developers, contractors, electricity providers, finance and insurance 
companies, and consultants. This combined strength makes EWEA the world's largest and most 
powerful wind energy network. 

Tel: +32 2 213 18 11 - Fax: +32 2 213 18 90
E-mail: ewea@ewea.org

www.ewea.org
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