
  
 

 
EC GREEN PAPER OUTLINES COMMON ENERGY STRATEGY, DESPITE LACK OF VISION 

Commission denies renewable sector representation in High Level Group 
 
 
Brussels, 8th March 2005 --- Europe needs a new, common energy strategy, the European Wind 
Energy Association (EWEA) said today in a comment to the European Commission’s Green paper 
‘A European Strategy for Sustainable, competitive and Secure Energy’ (1). It is still unclear, 
however, whether the Commission will act aggressively to deal with the looming energy crisis and 
the threat of global warming by changing to a truly indigenous, clean energy supply.  
 
The important role that renewables can play in Europe’s energy future (2) is stressed by the 
Green Paper. It is therefore unclear to EWEA why the Commission has flat out denied any 
representation from the renewables sector in the Commission’s ‘High Level Group on 
Competitiveness, Energy and Environment’, announced on 24th February. 
 
“We are astonished that the renewable industries have no representation in the High Level 
Group. All appeals from us and the European Parliament to include representatives from 
renewables in the High Level Group have been rejected by the Commission,” says EWEA 
President Arthouros Zervos, who is also President of the European Renewable Energy Council 
(EREC). 
 
EWEA acknowledges that the purpose of the Green Paper is to initiate a long-needed public 
debate on two of the most serious challenges Europe is currently facing: energy supply and 
climate change. However EWEA would have liked to see more visionary content. 
 
“Two or three decades from now we will be importing 70% of our energy from a handful of 
countries at unpredictable prices and at phenomenal environmental cost unless we take a 
dramatic U-turn”, said EWEA CEO Christian Kjaer. “The Green Paper contains the right elements 
but falls short of presenting a true vision that addresses the root of the challenge. A common 
European energy strategy is needed if we are to turn the energy and climate challenges into an 
opportunity for Europe. A fundamental pillar of such a strategy should be clean and indigenous 
renewable energy sources combined with energy efficiency measures”. 
 
EWEA strongly supports the Commission’s proposal for a European energy regulator to look at 
cross-border issues, as well as the Green Paper’s emphasis on the need for a single European 
grid. A European offshore grid would address many of the central goals of a European strategy: 
large-scale indigenous renewables in the form of offshore wind, wave and tidal energy to increase 
independence, and better interconnection to improve competition in the power market to the 
benefit of households and businesses. Furthermore, EWEA agrees with the Commission that more 
effective unbundling of generation and transmission activities is essential to improving third party 
access. 
 
EWEA supports the proposed “Renewable Energy Road Map” but would have liked to see a 
greater commitment to mandatory 2020 targets for renewables (3). It would also have been 



appropriate to mention the Wind Energy Technology Platform, proposed by the wind energy 
sector, not least to ensure the necessary cost reductions and technology improvements in 
offshore wind technology, as proposed by the Copenhagen Strategy on Offshore wind power 
deployment (4). 
 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
(1) The Commission Green Paper can be downloaded at http://europa.eu.int/comm/energy/green-paper-
energy/index_en.htm 
 
(2)  As part of a broader campaign, including a short video and full-page advertising in The Economist and 
the European Voice, in February 2006 EWEA has published the report “Europe’s energy crisis: the No Fuel 
Solution”. The report outlines how wind can meet over one fifth of European electricity needs, eliminate the 
economic risks of volatile and uncertain fuel prices, and provide an indigenous and practical solution to the 
current European energy crisis.  
Europe’s Energy Crisis - the No Fuel Solution, EWEA briefing and adverts, February 2006, can be 
downloaded at www.no-fuel.org  
 
(3) See EREC release on the EC Green Paper at www.erec-renewables.org 
 
(4) The ‘Copenhagen Strategy on Offshore wind power deployment’ was adopted during the European 
Policy Seminar on Offshore Wind Power, held in central Copenhagen on 27th October 2005 as a parallel 
event to the Copenhagen Offshore Wind Conference and Exhibition (25-28th October). Participants were 
representatives from European governmental authorities, Transmission System Operators, Wind Power 
Developers and Non Governmental Organisations. This meeting - organised by the Danish Government - 
was the follow-up to realise progress on actions and recommendations made at the Egmond Ministerial 
meeting in 2004 (the Netherlands). The English version of the Declaration and the press release by the 
Danish Energy Authority are available at http://www.ens.dk/sw11492.asp 
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