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Chairmen’s Message
An improved interconnected grid will support Europe’s energy policy objectives of 
sustainability, competitiveness and security of supply. It will make cleaner and more 
cost-effective energy sources widely available throughout the EU and will facilitate 
exchanges between the Member states. In this way, an improved power system 
will facilitate substantial wind power penetration levels; however, it will require that 
decision makers and stakeholders in the electricity sector work together to make the 
necessary changes.

This conference will focus primarily on the policy and business issues related to 
large scale integration of wind in Europe, targeting high level invited speakers and 
participants from institutions, regulators, TSOs, ministries, utilities, industry, etc.

We believe, this event will contribute signifi cantly to the debate on how to effectively 
integrate signifi cant amounts of wind energy into the European power infrastructure.

We look forward to welcoming you in Brussels, at the Large Scale Integration of 
Wind Energy conference.

Wind power and European electricity

Wind energy actually covers less than 3% of European gross electricity demand, but is capable 
of delivering 12% by 2020 and in excess of 20% by 2030. The March 2006 EU Spring Council 
concluded that sustainability in the European Energy Policy should be promoted by considering 
raising the targets of renewable energy to 15 % in 2015. Wind power is perfectly capable of 
substantially contributing to meeting such targets. One of the major challenges for wind power 
to deliver such signifi cant contributions to the European power mix is how to be effectively 
integrated on a large scale into the European electricity systems. 

Wind power integration issues are related to changed approaches in design and operation of the 
power system, connection requirements for wind power plants to maintain a stable and reliable 
supply, extension and modifi cation of the grid infrastructure, and the contribution of wind power 
to system adequacy and the security of supply issues. 

The barriers are mainly a matter of regulatory, institutional and market modifi cations, and should 
be dealt with in a broader power market context. The real challenges lie in the need for a secure, 
indigenous, de-carbonised and economically effi cient European energy system. 
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EWEA Policy Conference
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ETSO President
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Deputy Director General, DG TREN

Wind power is ready to be a mainstream energy supply technology across Europe

“We clearly need wind energy to achieve our targets for renewable energy. Wind 
energy has until now progressed very successfully. If we want to sustain a rapid 
growth of wind energy in the future, then we need to face the challenges of large 
scale integration of wind into the grid. But of course developement of wind energy 
must be pursued in a sustainable manner, minimising its impact on the environment. 
I hope this conference can contribute to reaching a common understanding of these 
challenges.” Deputy Director General, DG TREN, Fabrizio Barbaso.

“Electricity Transmission System Operators fi rmly support the development of 
Renewable Energy Sources (RES) as well as their integration into the European 
power systems. To this aim, specifi c operational and technical measures have 
already been taken by the TSOs to actively contribute to the integration of wind 
power in the existing networks. It is worth noticing that more than 70% of the world 
wide installed wind power is located in Europe. For further integration of large wind 
power, TSOs have jointly started a large scale project, called EWIS that studies 

further steps to be taken at EU level such as additional transmission capacity or balancing power. 
At the conference, some preliminary results on this study will be presented” ETSO President, 
Daniel Dobbeni.

The EWEA policy conference will take place one week after a technical workshop on large scale 
integration of wind organised by TU Delft, Energynautics and KTH on 26–28 October 2006 in 
Delft, The Netherlands (http://www.offshoreworkshop.org). This workshop will focus on the 
technical issues related to large scale integration of wind. The two events will be complementary 
to each other and a key note speaker from this workshop will present the main outcomes in the 
EWEA conference. 

“The results of the conferences should give answers to the European Council’s 
ambition to create a single European grid and the proposed Priority Interconnection 
Plan”, EWEA President Arthouros Zervos.

The following topics will be discussed during the conference:
1. Wind energy in the framework of EU energy policy and the Lisbon Strategy
2. Towards a European power system with substantial amounts of wind energy
3. Integrating wind power into a single European electricity grid
4. Infrastructure investments and fi nancing 
5. System studies and best practices
6. Transnational Offshore Grids

Who will attend?

REGISTER ON LINE: www.ewea.org/integration

• European Institutions
• Energy agencies
• TSOs

• Regulators
• Utilities
• Academic institutions

• Developers
• Industry
• Lawyers and financiers
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More information:

T:+ 32 2546 1980 
www.ewea.org/integration
info@ewea.org
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In its report on “Large scale integration of wind energy 
in the European power supply: analysis, issues and 
recommendations”, published late 2005, EWEA made 
an analysis of recent studies, facts and data from all 
over Europe related to wind power integration. 

It concludes that a large contribution from wind energy 
to European power generation is technically and 
economically feasible, in the same order of magnitude 
as the individual contributions from the conventional 
generation technologies.

Download the report : www.ewea.org
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